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1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Claims 

1-8 YES 

Claims 

NO 

Inventive step (IS) 

Claims 

1-8 YES 

Claims 

NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) 

Claims 

1-8 YES 

Claims 

NO 


2. Citations and explanations 


Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-A-2 239 273 (NORBERG WILLIAM A ET AL) 

22 April 1941 
D2: US-A-3 376 913 (CLAPS ADDLE VICTOR E) 9 April 

1968 


Document Dl is considered the prior art closest to 
the subject matter of claim 1 and discloses a 
coupling device comprising a connecting element (20) 
with a support surface, a securing surface and a 
first recess, and a support element (2 8) with a 
second and a fourth recess. 

The subject matter of claim 1 thus differs from the 
known coupling device in that the support element is 
formed as a U-shaped profile, each of the outer 
limbs being penetrated by a fourth recess. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 
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address the problem of avoiding the need for the 
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overhang for coupling the guide element and of 
•guaranteeing a better transfer of force between the 
guide element and the connecting element . 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of 
the present application involves an inventive step 
(PCT Article 33(3)) for the following reasons: 

Although D2 describes a support element in the form 
of a U-shaped profile, these features cannot be 
combined with the features of the coupling device 
described in Dl , since they are provided with 
completely different connecting arrangements. 

Claims 2 to 8 are dependent on claim 1 and therefore 
likewise meet the PCT requirements for novelty and 
inventive step. 
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